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Hello! My name is Maria Vargas. |

am very happy fo infroduce myself

as the new Assistant Language

Teacher at Goshogawara High

School. | am excited to meet

everyone and to help you study

English. | hope we can learn from
each other and have fun tfogether.

| am from Florida, in the United States. |

new
nce

grew up in a small town called Haines City.

It is about 30 minutes from Walt Disney World.
My family is from Puerto Rico, a small island in the Caribbean.
Puerto Rico is famous for its beautiful beaches, music, and food
like mofongo (a dish made with plantains) and the pifa colada (a
pineapple and coconut blended drink) . Because of my family and
where we are from, my first language was Spanish. Once | went to
school, | learned English, and now | am also studying Japanese.
For college, | went to the University of South Florida, where | studied

Japanese Language and Culture. After | got my bachelor’s degree,

a few years later, | got a master’'s degree in Teaching English as
a Second Language and Linguistics (the study of language).
When | was in university, my Japanese teacher told me about the
JET Program. From that time, | wanted to come to Japan to teach
English. Now, | am so happy to finally be here.

I have many hobbies and inferests. One of my biggest hobbies is
dancing. When | was in high school, | joined musical theatre and
dance. | learned tap, jozz, and contemporary dance. When | went
fo college, | joined a hip-hop dance team. We had competitions
with other hip-hop dance teams from different schools. | also enjoy
dancing salsa, bachata, and merengue with my family.

Another hobby of mine is singing. | really love musicals, so | often
sing songs from shows like Les Misérables, Hamilton, and Wicked.
My favorite song to practice recently has been "*On My Own” from
Les Misérables. | also enjoy listening fo music in my free fime. Some
Japanese artists | like are Fujii Kaze and Ichiko Aoba, and | often
listen to their songs when | want to relax or have a good mood.
When | have free time, | like to read. | read romance and mystery

CHIZBI I FADBFIEY VP - NILHARTT, AFIRSROH LWALT
ELTEBSBNTSRTEZETHEULCRBVETD, SSUICBRVL. HEE
MBEFLESCENTESTHIHOLUTVED, BEVHLSZUEL. —EICE
LI VWEERBVWET,

WEPAVADIOUIEETY, FEANTVIVT 1 EVWSINSHEITES
FUlze D7)V - T X=Z— - D=JLRHBEHN30H TI, FLORMEE. HU
DTBONSZE, TJIILEUIDIOEBE8TI, JIISUIEF. ELVE-F. &
R, ED7Y3D (FFN\DZFESHEE) PEZvIS5—5 (A FvTIIED
D3y VaIUYRULRAY)) REDBNYTER T, AOFRKEEDSHMIC
KD, ThDBEBEFEARAVEBTUZ, IRICABS THDBRBZZV. SFER
BOMRLTUVETD,

AZEFREIOVIKRZCEZL. BABEBAIEZVFE Uz, 2LSZMW
BUER. BER. FSBELTCORBHBELERS (SBOHR) OBLS
ZESUE Uz, KERHK. BABOLXECIETTIOIS LD EZHZITH
S5WE U, ZORND. BARICKTRBZRHZI-VWEBVE L. S, &350
KCZIEEBCENTSTETHINLWVLTT,

BIRCHEIKIFT-<SAHDFT, LORADBIRD1DFT VR TI, BRE
DE, Sa—INDIEFVRIIBNULEUZ, FvT. IpRX, DYFTVYRS
U=V 2ZZ20&E U, RZFICEZUE. v IHhy IJIVRF-LICAD

UEUT, B=Bld. SEIFEL
SROMOEY TRy TIVR
F-—LERBUE U, RIFE—
BCHILY, NFv—5, XLV
T RDDOHBETI,
DBHS—DDBIKEITRS &
T, Ta—IHILBKRBEED
T. =3I, N
V. D FyREEDY 3 -0
ZL<RVET, RERBLT—
BE=aE. L =LSITLO

e

n

books, but | also enjoy reading

from Webtoons. Sometimes, |

like to paint sunsets. | also enjoy

building puzzles and watching

movies. The most recent movie

| watched was Jurassic World:

Rebirth.

Food is another one of my

favorite things. My favorite food

is tacos and my favorite drink is

matcha laffe. When | visited Uji

in Kyoto earlier this year, | had

one of the most delicious matcha lattes I've ever fasted. | also like
to visit cafés and try different drinks and sweets.

Since | was a child, | have liked Japanese culture. When | was
young, | watched Pokémon, Dragon Ball Z, and Naruto on TV, but
| did not know they were anime. Later, in high school, | started to
watch anime like Ouran High School Host Club, Tokyo Ghoul, Freel,
and Attack on Titan. Recently, | have enjoyed watching Demon
Slayer and Jujutsu Kaisen. | also love Studio Ghibli films. My favorite
is Spirited Away. Growing up, | was a huge Hello Kitty fan, collecting
all kinds of items for my room and school.

In the future, | have many dreams. One dream is to feach English
at the university level. | am also interested in translation and
inferpretation. Because | can speak both Spanish and English, |
often helped people who could not understand each other. | want
o study more Japanase and maybe get a certificate so | can do
franslation work. | also want to help students who want fo study
abroad to prepare for English tests like TOEFL or TOEIC. Another
dream of mine is to perform in a musical. Some of my dream shows
are Hamilton, Hadestown, In the Heights, and Wicked.

I am very happy to be at Goshogawara High School. | want to
share my culture with you, and | also want fo learn about Japan
from you. Please feel free to talk to me about American culture,

English, Spanish, or even anime, books, and movies. | hope we
can have many good experiences together this year.

[On My Ownl T3, #/-. BBERHREICSEEZRDHELATVEI, B
SHEEADP —F 1 A CEFEARSAPEEDISAKREDLHD. USYIR
UIEWESPRNZR UV ESICL<EBEIFEI,

BN H D EZEFENBETI, OV YRAEOHEBARDHIAEIH. D10
o —YTHOZEDBRUATVLET, K. YBEHEOIBETI, /S
ZHEAIITIZD, RBZR=DIT D EHBSTI, IWNREEHBREIL (Y2
SYvD - D—=)LR: UN=2] TUT,

BAHIDBELHDNDTDTI, BSHEEAYPEIIRT, BSHRAD
BHERSTTI, SEONDICREDFBZINI-ES. SETHD>IZPTR
HBEVWUVWHERSTZRAFE UTze DD TITITD T, SEIXLGERAMORT —
VI DHBETI,

SHOENSBARDIIDBSTUIZ, WWE. FUETRT v REY R
F—. RSIVR—ILZ. NARUTO-FILEZRBTWE LA, PZAZEFR
DERBATUIZ, ZOE. BROFGICHESRHA NS, RRBES—F3—
=), DU— ZUTEBOEADP Z XA ZRIBHE U=, REFBEDOIE
RATEEZR LA TVNES, RIIZITUOBRBHABETI, LOBRIC
ADFFEFBOMWELTI, SHOE. FE/NO—FFrODAXDI» VT, BBE
OERDIDICHEDDEEDP 1 T LZEEDH TV U,

TR, ACEI=<SADBRHDEI, BD 1DlE. AZEUNITREBZHZ
BT ETI, BISROBRICHEBEKDHODEI, AR VBHHRBHFELEDIDT.
BUWIEBBTSHBEVWAZRTRCEHELHDF U, HoBARBEMAL
T. BROMEBHTEDLSICEBZRSLIZVWER>TVET, Fo. B %
FLIDIFENTOEFLPTOEICZEDHEBT R ~DE/EIT DFEFZ U=
WEB>TVWETY, FLuDHS—DDEF. Ta—IHIICHBEIDZETI, i
DBOBRAICIE. NIV NTRIDY, AV - - N1V, DrFybRE
ERBOET,

AFIRSRICVWONTE THEETI, DXV EESAEHBUZLL.
BETSADSERICDVNTHREVZVERB>TVES, PAUHDXIL. HB. R
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